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Charges

Charges were figures, flowers,
animals, monsters, peopie, natural and
manrmade objects that were placed on the field. The
symbolism of some charges are obvious. For instance,
a hammer might represent a family of carpenters while a
ship would signify a sea-faring family. A book could mean a
scholar or teacher while a plow would symbolize a farming family.

The meanings of other symbols are less apparent today. Here are

some of the'more common charges used and their meanings:

bear—strength and cunning

hee—industrious; hardworking
camel—patience and perseverance
‘ castle—safety
dragon—;valor and protection
eagle—nobility and strength

faming heart—intense, burning affection

hand—sincerity and faith
hawk—one who does not rest until goal is reached
lightning bolt—swiftness and power

Jion—dauntless courage

rainbow—good times after bad

red rose—grace and bheauty
scallop shell—a great traveller
snake—wisdom

swan—poetry and leaming

sword—justice and honor

white rose—faith and love

unicom—extreme courage
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