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coat of arms: a design used to represent
individual families

crusader: a European soldier who fought in one of the
religious wars in the Middle East in the 12% and 13 centuries

knight: a man given an honorable military
rank and sworn to chivalrous conduct in

medieval times /

During the Crusades, soldiers on the Heimet
battlefield wore heavy armor for
‘protection. It covered their entire

bodies, including their faces, leaving  Breast

them unrecognizable to their fellow  Plate
soldiers. Men in the ranks were unable

to find their leacsrs and confusion quickly
ensyed.

This made it necessary for knights to
create and display a highly visible
identifying mark or insignia.

During the 1300s, these identifying marks
became increasingly more elaborate in their
design. The decorations eventually covered
the shields of the knights. Hewever, in the
heat- of battle, shields were not always
easy to see and were prone to being :
dropped so ornaments.were also /
mounted on helmets and copies of

these ornaments, called crests, Gauntlet

were sewn on surcoats. These

surcoats, colorful robes worn over ~ CUisse
armor, then literally became coats
of arms.
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