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sometimes battled each
other over the rights to use a coat of
arms design. To stop the bickering, Henry vV
of England, early in the 15" century, forbade
anyone from adopting a coat of arms unless the design
was inherited or given by the crown.

" In 1484, Richard Il established the College of Arms. The college
was made up of heralds, men who memorized the different coats of
arms of knights, and settled disputes over which knight had the legal

right to a coat of arms design.
These designs came to represent more than the knight himself but his entire
family and its history, as well. The coats of arms displayed features symbolizing
anything from past heroic feats to a family trade to the supposed inherited

attributes of-a family line. Everything meant something,
even the colors of the background had deeper _ Crest

meaning.
The elements of a coat of arms included:

The Motto

A motto was a-choice of words found on the coat of arms.
A motto might have included words of hope, philosophy
or it might have simply provided information. Some coats
of arms had no motto, while others had one or more. The
motto was usually displayed in a ribbon below the shield.

The Shield

The shield, or escitcheon, was the most important part of
acoat of arms: The shield was made up of the field and the charges.

The Field

The field was the surface of the shield, or the background, Where the design and
charges were placed. The field could be divided in a variety of ways, in as many as
nine sections, but for the activity at the end of this chapter, the field is “quartered,” or

divided into fourths.

The Colors

The colors used carried specific meamngs Here are a few of the traditional
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representations:
gold—generosity

sitver—peace and honesty
red—brave, strong and just
blue—truth and loyalty
green—hope, joy and love
black—dependability

Interestingly, reddish-purple- and orange ;
were considered to be colors of g
disgrace. "





