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Interview Process
Francisco Lopez was bormn in 1918 In a
small village in Mexico. Francisco and his family
moved to America in 1927 and settled in Los
Angeles, California.

Here is a series of questions that he might have been asked
during an interview. Notice how the open questions differ from the
closed questions. Open—or open-ended—questions allow the

informant to add personal information and interesting details.

Open questions also make the interview more lively. Obviously, every
interview will be a mix of closed and open questions, but open questions
provide the most enriching information.

Closed

. What is your last name?

. From what country did you come to America?

. How old were you wheén you came to the U.S.?

What is your favorite Mexican food?

. Did you graduate from high school? ) «
. Where were you married?

Did anyone in your family serve in a war?

. How many children do you have?

. What is your religious preference?

. Where are your parents buried?
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Open
. What caused your family to decide to move to America?
. What was your home like in Mexico?
. What do you remember most about home?
. How was it difficult for you when you came here?
. What were your parents like?
. What did you enjoy most about school?
. What kind of work did you do after graduating?
. How did you meet your wife?
. How did you spend your miilitary service?
. What event had the most profound effect on your life?
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Examples of a closed and an open interview are shown
beginning on page 41. Notice how the different kinds of
questions prompt different responses.

- TLGT0360 Copyright © Teaching & Leaming Company, Carthage; It §2921:0010





